Middle Years (grades 4/5 – 8) Global Assessment Indicators

	
	STAGE 1
	STAGE 2
	STAGE 3
	STAGE 4

	Characteristics of Learner

and General Performance

Conditions:


	· relies heavily on first language(s) and cultural knowledge and skills

· requires intensive language instruction coupled with age-appropriate academic input that may need to be enhanced or supplemented depending on previous schooling 
· interacts one-to-one with a familiar conversation partner in highly contextualized settings 

· requires some translation
A range of communicative situations and tasks (e.g., describing pictures, interacting with the teacher and other students, communicating intent) should be demonstrated to determine successful achievement of the stage.
	· relies on first language(s) and culture(s)

· participates in academic and social activities that are supported
· language instruction coupled with age-appropriate academic input is required
· begins to interact with more than one conversation partner in contextualized settings

A range of communicative situations and tasks (e.g., following directions, asking for clarification, varying vocabulary) should be demonstrated to determine successful achievement of the stage.
	· functions in the additional language and culture with some errors and misunderstandings

· participates in academic and social activities that are supported and some that are independent 
· language instruction coupled with age appropriate academic input is required

· interacts with multiple conversation partners in contextualized and some unfamiliar settings
A range of communicative situations and tasks (e.g., giving instructions, initiating written and oral communication with strangers) should be demonstrated to determine successful achievement of the stage.
	· demonstrates (near) age appropriate expectations with occasional language or cultural misunderstandings
· may require additional time to complete tasks and further language instruction.

· interacts with multiple conversation partners in a wide range of social and academic settings 
A range of communicative situations and tasks (e.g., using standard hesitation and pause strategies, demonstrating a repertoire of word choices) should be demonstrated to determine successful achievement of the stage.

	SKILL AREA
	INDICATORS
	
	
	

	Listening/
Viewing
	· responds physically and/or verbally to simple commands and familiar social conventions paired with gestures, familiar vocabulary, and visual support
· may be in a silent period
· observes and imitates to engage in classroom activities
· uses non-verbals, first language, and single words to communicate

	· understands the gist of connected sentences in familiar contexts
· responds in phrases or short sentences to wh-questions
· requests clarification using familiar phrases 

· begins to predict meaning from key words with visual support 
· recognizes differences of formality of speech in familiar contexts
· recognizes some English sounds
· begins to identify the main ideas and some details of connected sentences on familiar topics
· responds to more complex questions about familiar topics


	· responds to oral text adjusted for the learner’s language level
· requests clarification by formulating questions
· understands familiar language expressions used in school and social contexts
· responds to familiar reduced speech and contractions
· identifies the main ideas and some details of unfamiliar topics
· responds to open-ended questions and prompts
· responds to oral text with some scaffolding
· requests clarification with specific questions
· responds to differences in meaning indicated by changes in intonation, volume, and stress
· responds to familiar, rapid speech in teacher explanations and peer conversations
	· responds to most oral/visual text in social and academic contexts 
· responds to implied meaning, hypothetical questions, and rapid, unfamiliar speech
· asks questions to get more information during interactions
· comprehends the natural flow of conversations

· understands most idioms and cultural references


	Speaking/

Representing
	· repeats, responds, and initiates using gestures, 1-2 word utterances, and basic vocabulary
· uses common courtesy expressions
· imitates English sounds
· relies heavily on their first language and culture to make sense of the world.


	· speaks in formulaic phrases and short sentences

· expresses ideas using personal familiar vocabulary, key content words, and patterned, predictable sentences
· errors of grammar and syntax do not greatly affect comprehensibility 

· experiments with language despite sounding  “choppy”

· experiments with social expressions  
· imitates English speaking and pronunciation patterns
· joins ideas using common linking expressions
· forms questions, statements, and commands.
	· experiments with tense and may over-generalize some grammar, spelling, and pronunciation rules while participating in familiar, communicative tasks
· expresses ideas using related sentences
· tries out new vocabulary

· self-corrects and reformulates sentence structure to clarify meaning
· adjusts speech in formal and informal situations
· sustains conversations with teachers and peers

	· organizes ideas in sequence
· selects vocabulary for a variety of academic and social purposes

· uses sentence structures and grammar with increasing accuracy 
· initiates, sustains, and closes communicative tasks
· selects appropriate expressions, gestures, and idioms
· uses comprehensible speech in unrehearsed situations (accented speech is expected and valued).



	Reading/
Viewing
	· participates in shared reading experiences
· recognizes that sounds can be represented by symbols
· recognizes their own name
· recognizes some letters and numbers
· begins to understand some environmental icons and print
· displays reading-like behaviours
· interprets pictures through their first culture
· recognizes basic text characteristics (e.g., cover, left to right, top to bottom directionality).


	· reads simple or memorized, connected text on familiar topics
· draws on some sight words
· recognizes many sound-symbol relationships
· connects pictures to words
· names the letters of the alphabet non-sequentially
· starts to recognize frequently encountered words and phrases
· uses organizational patterns to predict meaning
· understands the gist of connected sentences in familiar contexts

	· recognizes words that have been frequently encountered in listening and speaking contexts 
· reads simply structured text literally
· recognizes and gains meaning from short texts by using contextual and visual cues
· identifies main ideas and some supporting details of familiar and unfamiliar texts
· is developing a variety of decoding strategies for coping with new vocabulary
· shows an awareness of the multiple meanings and usages of certain words
· recognizes but may not understand idiomatic expressions
· applies a range of skills with growing confidence to comprehend text literally
	· comprehends cohesive devices to follow the thread of text
· applies strategies to decode familiar and new vocabulary
· applies knowledge of word forms to understand text
· understands many cultural references and inferences in age-appropriate texts


	Writing/
Representing
	· draws to communicate meaning 
· uses their first language and culture to participate in writing
· is beginning to understand that symbols represent words, sounds, and thoughts
· writes their own name
· copies text and pictures
· writes familiar words 

· is developing an awareness of direction of print
· experiments with the tools of writing

	· writes simple phrases, connects two or more words

· substitutes words in patterned sentences with support
· writes limited vocabulary related to familiar objects and personal experiences
· copies and completes patterned sentences
· is developing an awareness of spacing between words

· attempts to spell familiar words 
· engages in writing routines
· writes short, related sentences in response to visual cues and shared experiences
· uses simple connectors to join sentences 

· uses key content vocabulary
	· adds detail and new vocabulary with teacher support and explicit instruction
· demonstrates some control of word order and tense
· begins to use function words
· uses invented spelling to reflect their own pronunciation
· spells high frequency words from memory
· follows common cultural conventions
· writes text of various lengths using a modeled organization pattern
· generates some synonyms
· transfers known vocabulary to new contexts
· demonstrates knowledge of common spelling patterns

· shows a greater awareness of audience and purpose.


	· shows control over a variety of text structures
· uses key vocabulary specific to curriculum topics
· applies new vocabulary and structures in a variety of forms
· demonstrates grade-appropriate grammatical knowledge with occasional errors
· writes appropriately for the socio-cultural context.




